
Market Pilot More
with Pictures! 
DO MORE. CARE MORE. BE MORE.



8 Tricks to help take better pictures

✓ Learn the Rule of Thirds
✓ Steady Support
✓ Change your Focus
✓ Use the Physical Shutter Button
✓ Apply HDR Mode Automatically
✓ Make the Most of Light
✓ Photo Burst
✓ Clean the Lens
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The Rule of Thirds

The “Rule of Thirds” acts as a guide to help you frame your shot correctly. You 
imagine your shot as split up into nine rectangular segments, and keep 
important objects and elements running along these lines or close to the 
intersections where they meet.

With the camera apps for Android and iOS, you don’t have to visualize these 
lines yourself. On Android, tap the menu button and choose Settings the 
Show grid in Viewfinder; on iOS, go to Photos & Camera in the main Settings 
app and toggle the Grid switch on.
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Steady Support

A steady hand is crucial—particularly in low light situations 
where your phone’s going to struggle to get much needed 
light into the lens. 

You can buy mobile tripods if you want to get the best results, 
but it’s just another thing to carry around.





Steady Support

If you don’t have a tripod then use something else to keep 
your phone steady: a wall, a table, a mantelpiece. The self-
timer in the camera apps for Android and iOS can help too, 
letting you leave your phone up on a shelf somewhere 
without having to get behind it. 
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Change Your Focus

Whether you use an iPhone or an Android device, you can tap the 
screen anywhere to change the focus of the shot. This will also change 
the exposure level to match the spot you’ve selected, so it’s a handy 
way of brightening a darker area (or dimming a light one).

Those of you with iPhones can tap and hold to lock the focus and 
exposure, so it stays fixed even if the phone then moves, or tap, hold, 
and drag up or down to manually change the exposure level yourself. 
You’ll see a small sun icon showing the changes.
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Use the Physical Shutter Button

Speaking of keeping your phone camera steady, trying to hold your 
phone in place and then tap a software shutter button in the middle of 
the screen isn’t always easy, and often causes your handset to wobble 
at that crucial moment when you’re taking the shot.

The solution is to use either of the physical volume buttons to snap 
your picture instead (the trick works on iPhones, Nexus devices, and 
most other Android phones too). It’s not always going to be the best 
option but it’s a useful alternative to have in some situations. 
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HDR Mode

HDR stands for High Dynamic Range. But what does High Dynamic 
Range photography mean? It has to do with the differences in vision 
between the human eye and a camera. 

Dynamic Range in photography is the range from the lightest light and 
the darkest dark that can be seen in a photo. Our eyes can see a much 
larger dynamic range than a camera— and that’s where HDR comes in 
to make up the difference.
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Make the most of Light

Getting your subjects well lit is crucial to a great photo, so pay 
attention to available light sources, whether beams of sunshine or a 
neon bar sign. There’s no one-size-fits-all approach, but make sure you 
can see whatever you’re photographing as well as possible.

That might mean repositioning your friends, changing the angle of a 
close-up shot, looking for a shady area, or even waiting until later in 
the day to take a picture. Avoid strong lighting behind your subjects, 
unless you want to end up with a silhouette effect.



Taken in only natural light



Camera facing the Sun



Photos with correct Lighting
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Photo Burst

The native camera apps for both Android and iOS come with a built-in 
burst mode you can take advantage of. If you don’t trust yourself to get 
the perfect shot in one go, take several at once and then choose the 
winner later (preferably deleting the unwanted ones too).

To take a photo burst on iOS or Android, simply press and then hold the 
shutter button for as long as you want to take pictures. In the case of 
Android-powered phones, you can delve into the settings to enable or 
disable some ‘smart’ help in choosing the best burst photo.
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Clean the Lens

Let’s not forget some of the more practical aspects of taking good 
mobile photos: for example, any spots on the camera lens are going to 
interfere with your mobile pictures to a pretty significant degree, so it 
pays to keep this part of your phone as clean as you can.

You don’t necessarily need anything special for the job, and a clean, 
lint-free cloth should work just fine in most cases. Using a cotton swab 
very lightly dampened with distilled water is another option if you need 
to clean specks of dirt that are on the top of the lens.



The Most Important Secrets!



The Most Important Secrets!

Practice, Practice, Practice

and

Size Does Matter






