COL Skit  -  Cast for BrainMinder presentation:
Judy Langley – Narrator
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De Intro:

Today over half of our Pilot International clubs are involved in BrainMinder presentations. There are two very thrilling aspects of this program. The first... is in knowing what an impact this program will have in less than five years. When we began this program, brain injury was the number one cause of death in young people.  In five years, that statistic will no longer exist for brain injury. It will be a much lower incidence, because the time to teach prevention begins in nursery school, kindergarten and first grade.
The second thrilling aspect is the creativity that our clubs have used to implement this program in their communities.
You will be seeing a lot of that during this convention. I pledge to you right now... we are gonna have fun!

(for COL) At your fall councils this year, your governors will have 10 life-size masks of the BrainMinder Buddies. Take good care of those. They will be indispensable for your club projects director if your club participates in the BrainMinder programs. Please duplicate them for future use. If we have time, we will be talking about ways to use these in Friday morning’s Show and Tell in the second session.
Next... Judy Langley is no stranger to any of you. However, I have worked with Judy over the last year and I am constantly impressed with her, “let’s get it done attitude.” She is one of Pilots’ most outstanding projects coordinator to travel the pike. You are about to see a skit. Judy put this together from her BrainMinder materials and added her own brand of panache. She presented this to her District Spring Convention. This script has been adapted for you today ( this means I fiddled with it just a tad or as they say in Japan “skoshi” to include up-to-the-minute statistics. 

Sit back... relax... no popcorn... no cokes... but good ol’ Pilot entertainment.

Judy:  I am pleased to provide you a report on BrainMinders – Protecting Your Brain for Life.  Internationally, 431 clubs have received in-kind grants.  PI has sent Clubs over 302,000 books.  More than 5,000 presentation 

evaluations have been submitted to PI.  Over 160,000 children have received 

certificates.  The activity book for the next age level will be introduced on Friday in the first session at our PI Convention.

Announcer rushes up to mic and nudges Judy out of the way...
Announcer:  We interrupt this program for a public service announcement.

WSCD and the Pilot Club of Yourtown present a BrainMinder Fact:  Have you taken your brain for a walk today?  At the Society for Neuroscience, in two thousand one…doctors learned that jogging, walking, or 

active exercise stimulates areas of the brain that involve memory and learning.  Regular physical exercise enhances memory and learning.  Regular physical exercise enhances memory function…Exercise also compensates for the negative effects of stress in the brain.  

BrainMinders…protecting your brain for life…a public service from your 

local Pilot Club and this station.

Announcer picks up announcement and rushes away... Judy looks amazed
Judy:  Now let’s talk about BrainMinder on your district level.  If your clubs have made a BrainMinder presentation this year, would all

members of your district please stand and remain standing for recognition and a special message. (Lead applause.)

You are all eligible to receive a BrainMinder Blue Ribbon at this convention. 

Judy leads applause... Announcer rushes up and gently pushes Judy aside
Announcer:  We interrupt this program for a public service announcement.

WSCD and the Pilot Club of Yourtown present a BrainMinder fact:  someone in the United States has a stroke every sixty Seconds.  Every three and a half minutes…someone dies from a stroke.

Stroke kills more women than men.  Symptoms include:  weakness or

numbness on one side of the body; trouble talking or walking; sudden vision

problems or severe headache.  When these symptoms occur, call 911.  Any delay in getting medical attention may result in greater damage to

brain tissue.  BrainMinders…protecting your brain for life…Pilot International and this radio station.

Announcer again grabs papers and rushes off... Judy shrugs and goes back to podium.
Judy:  Did you know that BrainMinders has a 5-year plan that will address presentations for a wide variety of groups and educational forums?  One of our missions in “Protecting Your Brain for Life” is to provide information on various brain disorders and more education with

regard to brain injury.  This is an area in which Pilots can truly “make a difference” in their communities.

Announcer stands up – in the audience and shouts.
Announcer:  Excuse me, please.  Could you possibly tell us more about The BrainMinder program?  

Judy:  I’d be glad to.  It just so happens that some of my BrainMinder Buddies are here.  Let’s have them tell everyone about the program.  

Oh, Mr. Owl.  Would you come out here, please?

Person enters with Owl mask...
Owl:  Hi, everyone!  I’m your buddy, Wise Old Owl.  I know lots of things, and I keep them safe in my brain up here inside my head.

You know what?  You’ve got a brain inside your head, too.  You can’t see it because it’s inside your head, but it’s there, and it does all sorts of wonderful things for you.  

Do you know that your brain helps you to learn and to remember things?

And it helps you to do most things you do every day.

Your brain is like your very own computer that’s inside your head!

And just like computers... sometimes they crash or just run out of memory... How many of you pretty ladies know this story by heart? Raise your hand! Oh, Miss Judy... this is a very good group!
Well, enough about you... I want you to meet some of my buddies and find out what they do to take care of their brains.  

Here’s my buddy, Gerald Giraffe.

(Gerald enters as if skating, using mask... they shake hands.)

Gerald:  Hello, everyone!  I’m Gerald Giraffe.  

When I ride my bike, I always wear my helmet.  If I fall down, my brain is protected by my helmet.  I wear my helmet when I ride my scooter and my skateboard, too.  And when I go roller blading, I always put on my helmet.

We have Pilot ladies that wear their helmets too when they are rollerblading. 
Oh... there’s one over there... Gerald races across the room to an unlikely candidate and nuzzles up to her or him.
Owl:  Well. Thanks, Gerald.  You and your friend are smart to wear your helmets!  

Gosh... here’s my buddy Penny Panda.

(Penny enters using mask.)

Owl:  Hello, Penny!

Penny:  (Penny has baby voice... a lisp wouldn’t hurt)
Hello Wise Old Owl and Hello everyone (waves)! 

Owl:  Penny, how about telling everybody how you protect your brain.

Penny:  Sure!  I always sit with a seat belt around me when I go for a ride in the car with my mother or father. When I was younger and had to ride in a car seat, my mother always buckled me in.  Now that I’m older and can sit in 

the car, I buckle myself in! I know the seat belt will keep me safe and protect my brain if the car should have an accident.  I hope you wear your seat belt every time you ride in a car, too!

Owl:  I hope they all buckle up, too, Penny.  You sure know how to protect your brain when you’re riding in a car!

Speaking about protecting your brain while you play... here’s our sunny, funny buddy, Martin Monkey...
Martin, come on out here!

(Martin enters, running around acting like a very hammy monkey)
Martin, can you stop playing long enough to tell us how you protect your brain?

Martin:  Sure thing, eeek!  EEK!... everybody. (waves)

I do like to sw-in-n-n-g and pl-a-a-a-a-ay on the playground.  I lo-o-o-o-ve to climb up high and jump down.  But... I always look around before I climb and jump so that I don’t run into my other monkey friends. Oh... there goes... (Martin runs off in mid-sentence – out into the hallway)
Owl:  Um-m-m-m thanks, Martin.  Have you ever wondered what to do when you’re playing on the playground, and your ball rolls out into the street?  Fiona Fox can tell us about that!  Fiona, where are you?

(Fiona enters, bouncing a ball, then stops to talk. Acts like a dumb blonde fox)

Fiona:  Here I am!  Hello, everybody!  I was looking for somebody to play ball with me.  What are all of you doing?

Owl:  We’re here, talking about how important our brains are, and how we can protect our brains.  Will you tell everyone about street safety?

Fiona:  O-o-o-o-h-h-h... that’s tricky!
 I stop and look both ways before I cross the street (demonstrate).

I never run out into the street.  I always stop first, and look both ways.

Even if the ball I throw should roll into the street, I never run after it.

I keep my brain safe! I am street smart! (Fiona wiggles her hips)
And now... you can be street smart, too!

Owl:  You are so right, Fiona.  It is important to be street smart!

Well, everyone, these are my original BrainMinder Buddies!

In the past two years we have been together visiting preschool and first grade children to teach them about protecting their brain.   I have some new friends, too, who will be helping us teach safety skills to children in the second and third grades.  Let’s meet them now!

Here comes Hero Horse! 

Hero Horse:  Howdy, y’all.  I’m going to help children learn even more about using a helmet to protect their brain! 

And now meet Brave Bob Beagle!  

Brave Bob Beagle:  Hi everybody!  I’m going to teach children all about  gun safety.  And now... let me introduce you to Danny.

Danny Deep, the Pilot Fish:  Hello.  I’m Danny Deep, the Pilot Fish.  

I will tell all of  the children about swimming and water safety.  

And I’d like you to meet Toolip Pig.  

Toolip Pig: Hi! I live across the street from Fiona.  She’s the one who told me all about Pilot and helping children learn how to protect their brain.

Fiona helps me to practice being safe when I do go across the street to her house, and she said I could help teach the children!  I am so excited! (flustered looking)
Oops, where are my manners?  Please meet Captain Kitty, everyone.  

Captain Kitty:  Hello, everyone.  I’ll be in charge of teaching children to play safe and play smart in a boat with a PFD…just what that is, you’ll have to wait to see.  

Owl:
And now, everyone, friends old and new – 
It’s time for us to bid adieu!  We must be, must be on our way. 

Some children don’t know safe ways to play. 

Let’s go find children in the school, 

In public libraries – Hey, that’s cool! 

Let’s visit children in Headstart, too.

The limit, really, is up to you!
There are so many who need to know,

The BrainMinder story we simply must show!

So, Pilots, be up and on your way!

And help us teach – Hey, that’s O-KAY!!

Pilot friends are really great!

For without them, we just sit and wait!

Together we help kids protect their brain, 

Prevent injury and lots of pain,

Memory loss and surgery,

Knowledge, you see, is the key!

So thank you, thank you, Pilots out there.

You’re a friend to children everywhere!

As Judy starts toward podium Announcer rushes up to podium once again and pushes Judy out of the way.
Announcer:   Thank you.  That’s great! And now... for a public service announcement. WSCD and the Pilot Club of Yourtown present a BrainMinder fact:  Dyslexia is a common reading disorder which affects five 

To fifteen percent of school-age children…Dyslexia is a life-long disorder that can be treated but not cured… Dyslexic children can learn to compensate for this disorder…Famous people who have succeeded despite

Dyslexia include Albert Einstein, Thomas Edison, and writer Erma Bombeck. 
BrainMinders…protecting your brain for life…is a public service from your local Pilot Club and this radio station.

Judy goes up to Podium and pushes announcer away and settles in front of the mic with a big grin on her face.

Judy:  And, how about those 3 Public Service Announcements?  Each club president received copies of these in a mailing from PI.  These 30-second 

spots allow for an alliance between your club and the radio station.  

Hopefully, your club has been building relationships with your local radio stations…and taking them cookies to encourage their participation.  We must remember that Public Service Announcements are free, and that in 

some areas there is such a heavy demand that the stations limit what they will do.  This explains the need for good relationships…and for the cookies!

In conclusion, it is a Pilot International goal that every club participates in BrainMinders – Protecting Your Brain for Life! Pilots can take great pride in participating in this, our signature project! Before leaving, will each of our BrainMinder Buddies remind us what we need to do to be safe?
(Characters stand up from where they are in the room and call out tips.)
Gerald Giraffe:  Wear your helmet!

Penny Panda:  Buckle up!

Martin Monkey:  Play where the ground is soft!

Fiona Fox:  Stay street smart!
Hero Horse:  Wear your helmet!

Brave Bob Beagle:  Be careful around guns!

Danny Deep:  Be safe swimming in the water!

Toolip Pig:  Be safe crossing the street!

Captain Kitty:  Be safe in a boat!

Wise Old Owl:  Play safe and play smart!

De goes to podium
Please join us in the exhibit hall and see our BrainMinder evaluation books for some great ideas. We also have an exhibit and a raffle, which will benefit BrainMinders and some lucky winner. We look forward to seeing you during the week. 
Judy – last word.
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