BrainMinderstm helps prevent Brain Injury. New educational programs are being developed for Public Awareness of Brain Injury, Disorders, and Disabilities 
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In 2000, Pilot International developed their signature project, “BrainMinders tm – 

Protecting Your Brain for Life”. This program was created to reduce the CDC Statistic… “every 15 seconds, someone in the United States incurs a brain injury.” 
“ The annual economic impact from this often preventable injury is in the billions of dollars in medical and workers compensation. Brain injury is more prevalent than most well-publicized diseases, it is second to heart disease

In 2001, Pilot International introduced an in-kind grant kit which consisted of four public service announcements for radio and television distribution and a children’s program, “BrainMinder Buddies”. The 

PSA’s, a professional beta video tape and a CD-Rom for radio, and a news release were accompanied with a strategic marketing booklet defining the strategies needed to distribute within the club’s community. The children’s program included a guidebook of instructions for using the provided material. 

The materials included in the kit:


a letter of introduction to potential schools, daycares, libraries, etc. 


a sheet of clip art


a fact sheet


a large flipchart/ storybook for presentation – spiral bound on special washable paper


a 16-page activity coloring book for each child


a BrainMinder Buddies song


a certificate for each child participating in the program, which includes their name and a pledge to wear seatbelts and helmets when needed


a sheet describing how to use puppets, which may be purchased


from catalog sales


an order form for ordering additional materials 


an evaluation form (for duplication) designed to provide information to headquarters regarding the number of presentations, children and adults present, PSA play and publicity, plus the perceived value to the presenters.
A new BrainMinder Buddies program for 7-9 year-olds was introduced in July, 2003. This program includes an activity book that students may read along with a script presentation. The script may be portrayed with puppets or a cast of Pilots exercising their acting skills. The new characters introduce a new level of safety skills appropriate for this age group. Each child receives a special certificate after the presentation and  a quiz about what they have learned.  
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The response to this program has been a positive reinforcement of the value of this program. Many of the clubs have been requested by their local school districts to schedule programs one to two years in advance.

To date:


Four hundred and twenty-nine clubs have signed up for the in-kind grant kit for their community. 


Since September 2001, 500,000 activity/coloring books have been distributed to clubs in the United States, Canada, Japan, and the Bahamas. 


Clubs have received requests for presentations from adjoining communities.


Teachers and parents have responded positively and expressed their appreciation of the need and appropriateness of this program.


Coincidentally, CDC has down-graded the incidence of injury to every twenty seconds. This has given clubs an even greater incentive to strive for down-grading to hours and days.


The club members have truly enjoyed the “hands-on” presentations to the children. Many of the clubs provide helmets to the children either through their own funds or in partnership with “Safe Kids” and Helmets R Us. Several clubs have created their own costumes, gifts and/or presented this in conjunction with health fairs and safety rodeos.

The financial resources for this  program were initially provided through a gift from the estate of Callye H. Neese.  A five-year plan includes additional programs for older children and adults. Grants, alliances and sponsorships are being sought on national and local levels to continue the expansion of this program for “Protecting Your Brain for Life.”

 The Cast of Characters

4-6 years of age

Character
They teach about

Wise Old Owl

The Brain


Gerald Giraffe

Helmet Safety


Penny Panda

Car Seat Safety


Martin Monkey

Playground Safety


Fiona Fox

Crossing the Street

7-9 years of age


Danny Deep 

the Pilot Fish
Swimming


Toolip Pig
Household Safety

Brave Bob Beagle
Gun Safety


Hero Horse
Helmet Safety


Captain Kitty
Boat Safety
www.pilotinternational.org
More Club Info here

“Protecting Your Brain for Life.”
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