2011 Founders Day Presentation
Narrator # 1: 
In early September of 1921, Macon, Georgia native Elizabeth Leonard met with six of her friends to discuss a wonderful new idea – form a volunteer service organization of businesswomen that could one day become international in its scope of service.  It was an ambitious idea, yes…but one that Elizabeth’s friends embraced immediately!  As Pilot’s organizer, Elizabeth Leonard was elected as the group’s first President, but chose to resign immediately, relinquishing the presidency to Lucy B. Allen.  Another office included in Pilot’s first leadership group was that of “Jester.” Margaret McKinney was elected for that office, and we can only guess that Margaret was well-known among her friends for her scintillating sense of humor. The new group lost no time in petitioning for incorporation from the State of Georgia, USA, and after several months, a charter was granted and signed by Superior Court Judge Malcolm D. Jones. The entire Macon community was abuzz with excitement!
Narrator #2: 
From the beginning, the charter members had tossed around several potential names for their new organization: Apex? Keystone? Pioneer? Finally, the name Pilot was chosen to represent the stalwart leadership the new group intended to bring to their community and to others around the world for years to come. Because riverboat travel was popular in that era, “Pilot” also brought to mind the mighty riverboat pilots who steered their vessels through the waters with confidence and a steady hand. 

October 18, 1921. The Pilot International charter petition had been filed, and the group held its first formal meeting, in the Gold Room of the Dempsey Hotel, downtown Macon. An orchestra played, notable civic leaders addressed the group, and the press covered the event.  This was a gala affair with lavish food and dress, and the printed news announcement for that meeting read, in part: “A civic club composed of the most wide-awake and intelligent business women has formed with headquarters in Macon.” 
Then, in larger type and in boldface:  “It is a mark of distinction to be a Pilot.”
Narrator #1: 
Since being granted the right to vote with the adoption of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, women were pushing their way to the forefront during the Jazz Age of the 1920s. They were making remarkable contributions in the fine arts…entertainment…politics… science… and in the workplace.  To add to that, Elizabeth Leonard and her group were now “piloting” forward with their volunteer service club movement. To be a Pilot in that era of advancement and change was an honor and privilege, heightened especially by the fact that membership was structured around an elite vocational classification system. 

Pilot’s first convention was held on May 27, 1022 at the aforementioned Dempsey Hotel, and charter Pilot Lucy B. Allen, an employee at the Macon Water Works, was elected 1922-23 International President, Pilot’s first. Before the next convention rolled around, there were five Pilot Clubs in existence in two states: Georgia and Alabama.  Pilot’s growth continued to rise, at one time topping nearly 22,000 members in 9 countries. 
Narrator #3: 

Since those early founding days, the projects undertaken by the organization have made a decided mark on the world stage.  Newsworthy service work by Pilot International included:

· Purchasing a Red Cross ambulance for use at the front during World War II;
· Furnishing  the children’s ward on the famed medical hospital ship, the S.S. Hope;
· With the urging of Atlanta author Margaret Mitchell, rebuilding a French village that had – in a disastrous error -- been bombed and leveled by U.S. Forces in WWII;
· Feeding thousands of hungry people overseas with the Meals for Millions Program;

· Honoring disabled businesswomen with Pilot’s former “Disabled Women of the Year” annual program;

Narrator #4: (continuing)

· Providing microloans for Peruvian women artisans who wished to market their work;

· Promoting the impact of art creation and performance through the Very Special Arts Program;

· Teaching brain protection to children with Pilot’s own educational program, BrainMindersTM  ;
· Plus the thousands of extraordinary projects under PI/PIF’s brain disorders service focus that have been undertaken by Pilots and Anchor Clubs at the community level.  
Narrator #2:
In 1960, Pilot International Foundation was formed as the organization’s fund raising, charitable arm. Since then, Pilot and its Foundation have had representation and given millions of dollars to help other charitable entities… and to help students seeking higher education. 
Narrator #3:
These organizations and many others have benefitted from Pilot International assistance. 

· Queen Elizabeth of England’s Jubilee Trust 

· The National Safety Council/ Allstate Foundation 

· U.S. President’s Committee on Employment of People With Disabilities

· National Organization on Disability (NOD)

· The National Institute of Health (NIH)
· Prevention Through Alliance Against Drugs Program
Narrator #4: (continuing)

· CARE projects in many countries (Sierra Leone, Chile, Dominican Republic, Peru)
· St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital

· United Cerebral Palsy Association

· Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge

· Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives

· Brain Injury Association

· Project Lifesaver

· Make-a-Wish Foundation/North Texas

And many others.

Narrator #1:

In addition, Pilot International was the National Presenting Sponsor and helped with the planning of the first Memory Walk held nationwide by the fledgling Alzheimer’s Association. 

Pilot has also enjoyed representation for many years as an NGO (non-governmental agency) at the United Nations.
Narrator #2:

Pilot historic hallmarks include, in 1926, the penning of the beautiful Pilot Code of Ethics by Pearl Sparks, then the President of the Pilot Club of Florence, Alabama.  
Anchor Clubs, the Pilot program for high school girls, was founded in 1952. It is a remarkable program that now includes younger students as well as those in high school. Anchor continues to grow and thrive, and it represents the future of Pilot. 
The admission of male members to Pilot after the Supreme Court ruling of 1989, which drew more hard-working, dedicated Pilots into our ranks. 
We continue to be thankful for all these additions…and for so much more!
Narrator #3:

Pilot Clubs once existed in several other U.S. states and countries including France, England, Bermuda and Mexico. At its membership pinnacle, nearly 22,000 members served in 632 Pilot Clubs in 9 countries.  Today, 90 years after our founding, Pilot has dramatically decreased in size …but not in heart. Well into the 21st Century, we Pilots are nonetheless committed to our founders’ declared principles of “friendship & service.” 
Narrator #1:

Because as Pilots we realize we are part of a greater whole…past…present…and into the future. 

All Narrators: [with great enthusiasm]
Happy Founders Day to all of us! 

