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History


The original 501(c)(3) PI Charitable and Educational Foundation served solely as a means of collecting tax-deductible gifts.  It did not take long for the governing body of Pilot International to see that so much more could be accomplished…

• The Pilot International Foundation was founded in 1975, with Frances Keever as Chairman. 

• The first Board of Trustees saw the Foundation as:

· a "vehicle to strengthen Pilot Club projects"

· a way to spread the image of Pilot as an organization of friendship and service

· the identifying label by which Pilot is known and recognized

• The Board of Trustees' plans were to use the Foundation to accomplish broader goals, to enlarge the organization's image as a dynamic force for good, and to broaden Pilot's influence collectively.

• The first individual to reach the PIF Honor Wall by contributing $10,000 or more was Hazel Bales of Jeffersonville, Indiana.  The first club was the Pilot Club of El Centro, California, and the first District was the Georgia District.

• Mabel Breen was a member of the first Board of Trustees and an annual award in her name now goes to the Pilot Club making the largest per capita contribution.

• Lucy B. Allen was the first President of the Charter Pilot Club, the Pilot Club of Macon.  Individuals and clubs with $1,000 in contributions to PIF are members of the Lucy B. Allen Club.

• The Foundation offers four scholarship programs: the Ruby Newhall Memorial Scholarship, the Marie Newton Sepia Memorial Scholarship, the Becky Burrows Memorial Scholarship and the PIF Scholarship. Between the four, any student studying to help those with brain-related disorders or disabilities should qualify. 

• Another purpose of the Foundation is to provide grants to Pilot Clubs for use in community-based projects -- since 1977, almost $2.5 million in grant funds have been disbursed for this program.

• The PIF Service Focus on Brain-Related Disorders and Disabilities was approved in 1990, and is a rallying point for Pilot and Anchor Clubs. Pilot's support of brain-related disorders projects proves that the organization has accepted the challenge to be a leader in combating the serious problem of brain disorders.

• More than just funding grants and scholarships, though, the Foundation has the potential to become a well-known advocate for the research and prevention of brain-related disorders, as well as the care of those already suffering from brain-related disorders and disabilities.



• In 2003 PIF made a $25,000 research grant to Joseph and Kathleen Bryan Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center at Duke University.

 •In 2007 PIF completed a pledge of $100,000 to name a Radiation Oncology Exam-Consultation Room at St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital in Tennessee. 







